ISSUE 11, 22ND NOVEMBER 2021

The Gorsey Weekly
CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES
We are pleased to confirm dates and
times for this years Christmas
performances as follows:
Reception / KS1 Nativity
Friday 10th Dec - RCE (9.20am), RCH
(2.30pm)
Monday 13th Dec - 1MS (9.20am),
1SH (2.30pm)
Tuesday 14th Dec - 2HM (9.20am),
2LW/EH (2.30pm)

TWITTER
Having had couple of questions about Twitter since September, I wanted
to take this opportunity to reintroduce the reasons why we use it so
extensively in school:
Giving parents a window in to school: Twitter gives parents a little
visual insight into what is happening in their child’s classroom.
Celebrating children’s work: having a picture of their work (or
themselves!) on Twitter is a hugely motivating factor for many pupils.
Communicating with the outside world: Twitter gives us the chance
to connect with authors, charities and other organisations to enhance
our curriculum. This is a key feature, and is one of the reasons we don’t
use closed groups for our Feeds.

Assuming we are able to do these
performance in person, admittance will
be strictly limited to two (or possibly
even just one depending on the
situation) adults per child. We will
monitor the number of COVID cases
both in and out of school, between now
and the scheduled performance dates,
and take advice from Cheshire East,
and we will confirm final details in the
days prior.
Key Stage 2 Carols
Our KS2 classes are currently
rehearsing a variety of festive songs,
and we would love to see as many of
them as possible to perform them
during our Christmas Market after
school on Friday 3rd December.
Timings for each year groups are as
follows:

Modelling responsible use of Social Media: using Twitter with the
children provides a vehicle for exploring eSafety issues, including the
risks attached to Social Media platforms (you will never for example see
a picture of a child with their name on the Tweet). Our Dept for Digital
Culture are currently working on some lessons specifically addressing
this.

Choir: 15.30

‘Digital Cataloguing’: our use of ‘hashtagging’ allows our Subject Leads
to monitor the children’s experiences in each subject across school.

Year 4: 16.30

Don’t forget, you do not need to have a Twitter account yourself to view
the Tweets, as they are available on our home page and respective year
groups pages of gorseybank.org.uk

1

Year 5: 15.45
Year 6: 16.00
Year 3: 16.15

We look forward to sharing these with
you, and hope you enjoy seeing your
child perform in whichever way
possible!

PTA CHRISTMAS MARKET UPDATE

CAFT FESTIVE £10 SHOEBOX APPEAL

Preparations are well underway for the inaugural PTA
Christmas Market which will be taking place straight after
school on Friday 3rd December in the school playground. A few
updates/requests:

Our latest project with our current school charity,
the Children’s Adventure Farm Trust, is the Festive
£10 Shoebox Appeal.

Raffle tickets: please put completed stubs with payment in a
sealed envelope and send into school.
Gazebos: we are still lacking a few of these, so please get in
touch if you think you may have one we could borrow!
Book Fair: we will be hosting another Book Fair as part of the
event - these have in the past made hundreds of pounds for the
school library, so please use it for any Christmas present
purchases!

We are asking the children to decorate a small box
and fill it with no more than £10 worth of treats
which will then be distributed to visiting children as
part of CAFT’s Winter Wonderland sessions.
Please send any boxes into school by Wednesday 1st
December. This is of course an optional activity for
you and your children.

SAFEGUARDING FOCUS
PEER ON PEER ABUSE

Article 34
Every child has the right to be protected from sexual
abuse.

ASPIRATIONS WEEK - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We will be kicking 2022 off with our biannual Aspirations Week.
Planning for this is already underway but, as always, the event
relies on offers of support from the local community. If you, or
any contact you have, might be able to offer support in either of
the below, (either in person or via Teams) please contact us at
admin@gorseybank.org.uk

HOUSE POINTS
The standings in this terms House Cup currently stand
as follows…

Our most recent safeguarding update in school was
in relation to Ofsted’s recent ‘Review of sexual abuse
in schools and colleges’, which highlighted some
concerning trends in many educational
establishments across the country (including a high
level of certain practices including the sharing of
explicit images).
While it may be easy to assume this is mainly an
issue for older children, it is important with any area
of safeguarding to be alert and aware and never
assume ‘it wouldn’t happen here’. Last week we
reviewed with the team the current PSHE overview,
which includes regular lessons to support our pupils’
development and understanding of self-image,
gender stereotyping and consent.
If you think your child has been the victim of any
instances related to this (either in person or online),
we would encourage you to contact your child’s
Class Teacher at the earliest opportunity.
Ofsted’s full report can be read here.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
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3rd December - PTA Christmas Market
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6th December - Academy Committee Meeting
10th-14th Dec - Infant Nativity performance
17th December - End of term
4th January - INSET Day
5th January - Pupils return, Aspirations Week
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