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The Gorsey Weekly
AUTUMN TERM CURRICULUM
It was great to see the children launch into their new themes last week and exploring their
Curriculum Bookshelves for the Autumn Term. As always, the books are specially selected by our
Class Teachers to help explore themes such as Identity, Belonging and Heroism which are revisited
over the Key Stages as our pupils understanding of them as concepts develops and evolves.
Alongside the books sit key elements of our school curriculum, including how the children will be
incorporating our Curriculum Drivers (Respect, Collaboration, Technology and Possibilities) into
their learning and also four key Articles from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which
they will explore in detail as part of their theme.
As a team, we are committed and determined to ensure that the new parameters within which we
are working do not compromise the vibrancy of our curriculum and we are still providing the quality
learning experiences that the children deserve.
Joe Maguire, Head of School

Article 8 - Identity
Children have the right to their own identity – an official record of
who they are which includes their name, nationality and family
relations. No one should take this away from them.
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CHILDREN DISPLAYING CORONAVIRUS SYMPTOMS
It is one of the key control measures that have been imposed by the Government as a condition for
the full reopening of schools that children showing any symptoms of Coronavirus do not come in to
school, or if the symptoms are identified in school that they are sent home, with any siblings, to self
isolate and get a test. The key symptoms (quoted here from nhs.uk) remain:
• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your

temperature)
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in

24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything,

or things smell or taste different to normal

If your child, or any of your household, is showing any of these symptoms, they (and any siblings)
must not come into school; you should contact us as soon as you can to let us know and book a test.
If any of these symptoms are detected whilst in school we are obligated to ask you to come and
collect your child/ren and will recommend booking a test as soon as possible. Children may return
to school as soon as a negative result is confirmed.

ARRIVAL TIMES & COLLECTION
To ensure the staggered start to the day has the desired effect, we would respectfully request that you keep
your arrival times within the stated 10 minute blocks and not arrive prior to the start of these.
At the end of the day, once your child has been dismissed to you by a member of school staff they must
remain with you and we would ask that you then vacate the grounds as soon as possible.

SCHOOL OFFICE

SCHOOL LUNCHES

The school office remains closed for in-person
contact to limit the number of people
entering the building. You are always
welcome to contact us on 01625 468040 or
by emailing admin@gorseybank.org.uk or
kidsclub@gorseybank.org.uk for our Kids
Club.

We’re pleased to say that from Thursday of this week we
will be extending the school lunch offer for all pupils
and will also be reintroducing limited use of the dining
hall for this one year group at a time.
The Autumn term menu from the School Food Company
can be found on our school website by clicking on this
link.

BUDDIES AND HOUSE CAPTAINS

PTA 50:50

These are two well-loved Gorsey traditions that we
are determined current restrictions will not inhibit!

After a successful first run last year, this year’s
50:50 entries will open this week. This is a great
(and very easy!) way to support the school and
be in with a chance of winning some cash for
yourselves. Look out for the flyers coming home
this week - the lovely people from the PTA will
be out on the playground for the next two
Fridays taking entries or you can pop them in
the drop box at the front of school.

The Year 6s are currently beavering away on their
House Captain election pitches which will this term
be broadcast to classrooms rather than done in
person. Look out for the results later this week!
We’re also delighted to be up and running this week
with a Covid-safe version of Reception Buddies.
This will be done remotely as good old fashioned
pen pals in the short term but hopefully as the year
goes on there will be a little more in person!

With current restrictions preventing a number of
this term’s traditional events taking place, any
fundraising will be even more crucial for us
than usual so please get involved if you can!
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