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The Gorsey Weekly
BLACK HISTORY MONTH / SHOW RACISM THE RED CARD
At the start of this term, a number of us had a discussion about whether we should mark Black History Month this
year at all. Given our continued focus in this area, this may seem surprising, but BHM is potentially problematic on a
number of fronts.
Firstly, there is the argument of why Black History should be isolated, extracted and covered in just one twelfth of the
year - the history of black people is after all powerfully intermeshed with the history of Britain as a whole and indeed
humanity across the world (see this video of actor Morgan Freeman making a strong case for this). Secondly, it runs
the risk of implying to children that discrimination against black people (or other races) is a thing of the past;
unfortunately one doesn’t need to spend too long perusing the media to see this is far from the case. Thirdly, whilst
the struggles of Black History (and present) are crucial aspects for the children to learn about, this really has to be
balanced with a celebration of everything black cultures have brought Britain over many years.
It is for this latter reason that we have chosen the focus for our BHM celebrations this year to be the founder of the
Notting Hill Carnival, Claudia Jones. Later this week, the children will be learning about her life, her journey to the
UK in1955 and the Caribbean culture that brightens up West London every summer!
The issue of anti-racism in all forms is a hugely important one for us at Gorsey but one which must be approached
with tact, self-education and no small amount of humility. We are investing time this year in further developing our
collective ability to deliver this aspect of the curriculum expertly, including members of the team working in a crossTrust anti-racism group, receiving training this week from The Black Curriculum, and using Dr Pragya Agarwal’s
excellent book ‘Wish we knew what to say: Talking to children about Race’ in one of our Action Research Communities
(ARCs).
Show Racism the Red Card, Wear Red Day - this Friday, all children will be invited into school wearing red as a
symbol of the collective stand we take against racism in all forms. As part of this day, if you would like to support
SRtRC yourselves, or find out more, you can do so via their website here: https://www.theredcard.org/wear-red-day
To donate via your mobile, text ‘RED’ (£1), ‘RED5’ (£5), ‘RED10’ (£10) or ‘RED20’ (£20) to 70470.

COVID UPDATE

Article 30
If you come from a minority
group, because of your race,
religion or language, you have
the right to enjoy your own
culture, practise your own
religion and use your own
language.

As many of you will know, the current number
of positive Covid cases in the Wilmslow area is
currently extremely high. It continues to be
the case that any child showing symptoms
MUST be taken for a PCR test or isolate for 10
days and you must inform the school as soon
as possible should your child test positive - this
can be done by calling 01625 468040 during
school hours or by emailing
admin@gorseybank.org.uk at any time (this
email is being checked evening and
weekends).
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THE GORSEY CHRISTMAS MARKETS!

CAFT ACTIVE FUNDRAISER

We are delighted to announce this year’s PTA
Christmas event will be going ahead, in the COVIDsafe form of an outdoor Christmas Market complete
with crafts, book fair, BBQ and, of course, a healthy
serving of mulled wine! We are currently a little
short on the total number of gazebos we think we
may need, so if anyone has one they would be happy
to loan the PTA for the event, please get in touch!

This half term, we will be setting the children an
active fundraising task to raise money for the
Children’s Adventure Farm. They will be asked
to commit to run, walk, skip, swim (etc,etc!) a
certain distance per day and to gain sponsorship
from friends and family. Forms will be coming home
this week and our top fundraisers will receive a

special thank you gift from CAFT!

SPORTING SUCCESS
Having won the Wilmslow Schools Tag Rugby tournament last month,
our amazing team went one step further on Friday winning the
Macclesfield District tournament putting in a string of brilliant team
performances and beating Ashdene in a tense local derby final!

OUTDOOR COATS
Please remember to send your child into
school with a suitable waterproof or outdoor
coat now that the weather is changing.

PLEASE REMEMBER
WE ARE A NUT FREE
SCHOOL
DATES FOR THE DIARY

SCHOOL PE KITS

20th-22nd October - Year 6 Residential

Please ensure that PE kits are always in school
incase your child’s PE day has to change. This
does not apply to Y5 & Y6 pupils who come
into school in their PE kits.

22nd Oct - Show Racism the Red Day
22nd October - Last day of term
1st November - INSET Day
2nd November - Pupils return, UK Parliament
Week

HOUSE POINTS

15th November (6pm) - Parent Council
19th November - UNICEF Outright Day
3rd December - PTA Christmas Market

1460

1613

8th-10th December - Infant Nativity
14th December - KS2 Carol Service
17th December - End of term
4th January - INSET Day

1390

5th January - Pupils return, Aspirations Week

1575
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