SATs Information Session
2019-2020

Overview
Children in Year 6, at the end of Key Stage 2, will take National
Curriculum tests in English grammar, punctuation and spelling, English
reading and Mathematics (SATs – Standard Assessment Tests).
The tests help measure the progress pupils have made and identify if
they need additional support in a certain area. The tests are also used
to assess schools’ performance and to produce national performance
data.

The Key Stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is
absent, in which case they may be able to take them up to 5 school
days afterwards.
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Key Dates & Details
Date

Subject

Test paper

Timings

Monday 11th May 2020

English grammar,
punctuation and
spelling

Paper 1: Punctuation
and grammar
(including vocabulary)

45 minutes

Paper 2: Spelling

Around 15
minutes

English reading

1 hour

Paper 1: Arithmetic

30 minutes

Paper 2: Reasoning 1

40 minutes

Paper 3: Reasoning 2

40 minutes

Tuesday 12th May 2020

English reading

Wednesday 13th May 2020 Mathematics

Thursday 14th May 2020

Mathematics
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Reporting
• At the end of the Summer term you should receive test results for:
– English grammar, punctuation and spelling
– English reading
– Mathematics

Teacher assessment
As there is no test for English Writing, this will be reported as a teacher
assessment judgement:
•
•
•

Working towards the Expected Standard – WTS
Working at the Expected Standard - EXS
Working at Greater Depth within the Expected Standard - GDS

This is a judgement teachers will make, based on your child’s work at the end
of Key Stage 2.
You will also receive a teacher assessment judgement for Science.
4

Reporting
•

You will be given your child’s scaled score and whether they have reached the
expected standard set by the Department for Education (‘NS’ means that the
expected standard was not achieved and ‘AS’ means the expected standard
was achieved).

•

The range of scaled scores available for each KS2 test is:
– 80 (the lowest scaled score that can be awarded)
– 120 (the highest scaled score)

•
•

The expected standard for each test is a scaled score of 100 or more.
If a child is awarded a scaled score of 99 or less they won't have achieved the
expected standard in the test.
The Department for Education expects at least 65 per cent of children to
reach the expected standard.

•
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Department for Education Summary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIbCj1QoElE&list=PL6gGtLy
Xoeq9eWA31dGs2RmsAM8jDhDXs&index=2&t=0s
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
(SPaG)
• The grammar, punctuation and spelling test will consist of two
parts:
– a grammar and punctuation paper requiring short answers,
lasting 45 minutes
– an aural spelling test of 20 words, lasting around 15 minutes
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Paper 1: Punctuation and grammar
(including vocabulary)
• The grammar and punctuation test will include two sub-types of
questions:
– Selected response, e.g. ‘Identify the adjectives in the sentence below’
– Constructed response, e.g. ‘Correct/complete/rewrite the sentence below,’
or, ‘The sentence below has an apostrophe missing. Explain why it needs an
apostrophe.’

• Focuses on the following areas:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Grammatical terms/word classes
Functions of sentences
Combining words, phrases and clauses
Verb forms, tenses and consistency
Punctuation
Vocabulary
Standard English and formality
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Paper 1: Punctuation and grammar
(including vocabulary)
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Paper 1: Punctuation and grammar
(including vocabulary)
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Paper 2: Spelling
• Tested on spelling only – asked to fill in a blank within a
sentence, attempting to spell out the spelling word in context
correctly.
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Reading Paper
• The reading test will be a single paper with questions based on three
passages of text, which could be any combination of non-fiction,
fiction and/or poetry.
• The number of words in total range between 2500 – 3500 words.
• Your child will have one hour, including reading time, to complete the
test.
• Focuses on different content domains:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Explain meaning of words in context
Retrieve and record information
Summarise
Inferences and justify with evidence
Predict
Explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words
Comparisons
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Reading Paper
• There will be a selection of question types, including:
– Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the
order in which they happen in the story’
– Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of the story’
– Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what
the weather is like in the story’
– Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’
– Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins
Once upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension
throughout this paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in
your answer.’
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Reading

Example question, based on Text 1 – Space Tourism:

2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction
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Reading

Example question, based on Text 1 – Space Tourism:

2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction
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Reading

Example question, based on
Text 2 – Giants:

2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction
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Reading

Example question, based on
Text 2 – Giants:

2b) retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction
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Reading

Example question, based on Text 3 – The Lost World:

2e) predict what might happen from details stated and implied
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Reading

Example question, based on Text 3 – The Lost World:

2e) predict what might happen from details stated and implied
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Maths Paper(s)
• Children will sit three papers in maths:
– Paper 1: arithmetic, 30 minutes
– Papers 2 and 3: reasoning, 40 minutes per paper

20

Maths Paper(s)
• Paper 1 will consist of fixed response questions, where
children have to give the correct answer to calculations,
including long multiplication and division.
1 – 13
2 – 26
3 – 39
4 – 52
5 – 65
6 – 78
7 – 91
8 – 104
9 - 117
10 - 130
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Maths Paper(s)
• Papers 2 and 3 will involve a number of question types,
including:
– Multiple choice
– True or false
– Constrained questions, e.g. giving the answer to a calculation,
drawing a shape or completing a table or chart
– Less constrained questions, where children will have to explain
their approach for solving a problem
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Maths Paper(s)
• Papers 2 and 3 – Reasoning
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What help can children receive?
• In the Reading test, children must read the text and questions
by themselves, but may have help recording their answers, if
this is normal classroom practice
• In Maths and SPaG papers, teachers can read questions to
any child who asks * there may be specific elements which are not permitted
to be read to children e.g. mathematical symbols

• Teachers may encourage, but not guide or say that an answer
is correct or incorrect
• Words on a test paper can be transcribed where a marker
may not be able to read a child’s answer
• Some children may receive additional time to complete the
paper(s) if this is normal classroom practice
24

How do we prepare your children?
• Practise using test papers/conditions during the year.
• Study groups and/or intervention groups.
• We do everything we can to ensure that our pupils achieve well
but without feeling pressured or overwhelmed by the
experience.
• Set up the learning environment in a familiar way to how it will
need to be during SATs week.
• Take test papers in a familiar environment, with familiar adults.
• Provide small bursts of revision during the week – as needed,
or upon individual/group requests.
• Optional ‘Breakfast club’ during SATs week – pupil arrival from
08:40am
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How can you help support your child at home?
•

Ensuring they complete Home Learning tasks (giving support if needed)

Maths
•
•
•
•

•
•

Mymaths
TT Rockstars
Other apps – Maths Masters, Maths Sumo etc
Websites:
– https://www.mathsisfun.com/
– https://myminimaths.co.uk/year-6-arithmetic-practice-papers/
– https://www.emaths.co.uk/index.php/student-resources/past-papers/ks2-sat-2016practice-papers/category/arithmetic-2
– http://www.math-exercises-for-kids.com/learning-mathematics-9.htm
– https://mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/ks2-revision/year-6-maths/
– https://uk.ixl.com/math/year-6
– http://www.sums.co.uk/original/
Recapping arithmetic – addition, subtraction, multiplication, division – fluency and accuracy
Little and often
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How can you help support your child at home?
English punctuation, grammar and spelling
• Spag.com – logins coming
• Spellingshed – logins coming
• https://spellingframe.co.uk/ – spelling rules, patterns and games

English reading
• Encourage children to read a wide range of texts (this will also help their
writing)
• Readtheory.com
If/when reading with your child at home, try asking questions like:
• Find a word in this paragraph that is closest in meaning to ‘provide word –
e.g. annoyed’ – meaning in context
• In what year did ‘provide fact – e.g. the French authorities make it illegal for
people to swim from France to England’? - retrieval
• In the last paragraph, X does not want to Y.
Give two reasons why X does not want Y. – inference and justification
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How can you help support your child at
home?
• Various revision guides and books are available (CGP,
Collins)

• Encourage your child to talk to you/us if they want or need
any support or are worried about anything
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How can you help during SATs week?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain good/normal routines
If revising, little and often
Bedtime routine
Limiting time on mobile devices and games
Healthy breakfast
Healthy packed lunch
Getting to school on time/early if desired
Have something to look forward to the following weekend …
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What we say to the children …
•
•
•
•
•

Listen!
Just do your best
You know more than you think you do
Read the questions carefully, this can avoid any silly mistakes
If you can’t answer a question, move on and go back to it later
if you have time
• Remember to breathe!
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SATs jargon:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

SPaG: This refers to the spelling, punctuation and grammar tests that form part of the English
SATs.
National curriculum tests: This is the official name for the SATs, but the vast majority of
people refer to them simply by SATs.
National standard: This is the level that children are expected to reach in their SATs, which is
set at 100 for both KS1 and KS2.
Floor standard: If under 65% of a school’s pupils meet the expected standard in reading, writing
and maths, and fail to make sufficient progress in all three subjects, the school will be considered
below the floor standard.
Expected level/standard: A score of 100 means that your child is working at the expected
standard.
Raw score: This is the number of marks your child can get on the tests.
Scaled Score: This is a score that is converted to allow SATs results to be compared year on year.
This helps to take into account particularly difficult test years and other factors.
Age-standardised test scores: This is a way for parents to understand how their child did
compared with other children who were born in the same month as their own.
League tables: League tables are produced by the Department for Education and they allow
primary schools to be ranked by many different measures, including by SATs results.
The DfE: This stands for the Department of Education, and this is the part of government that is
tasked with all things education.
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